Characteristics of the registered nurse and professional beliefs and decision making.
The study investigated various characteristics of registered nurses to estimate their influence on professional beliefs and decision making. The sample included 133 subjects who were predominantly female and white. The characteristics included age, years of practice, area of practice, level of education, certification, and membership to professional organizations. Results showed that professional beliefs and decision making were significantly related to level of education, membership to professional organizations, and certification. Employment of the analysis of variance showed that critical care nurses had the highest level of professional beliefs and decision making when compared with nurses in other areas of practice. Level of education area of practice, and certification were also predictive of professional beliefs and decision making. These results for the most part indicated that truly professional characteristics were related to professional beliefs and decision making, which reflected positively on the progress of the profession.